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Study and time commitment for Certificate II in Auslan

Unit Code Unit Name
Video-

Conferencing

Learning 
Management 

System 
(Moodle)*

Community 
Activities

Home Study/
Assignments

Total
Hours  

of study

VU20228
Use simple Auslan for 
employment purposes

33 16.5 10 20.5 80

VU20229
Use simple Auslan for 

learning purposes
33 16.5 10 20.5 80

VU20230
Use simple Auslan for 

personal purposes
33 16.5 10 20.5 80

VU20231
Use simple Auslan for 
social and community 

purposes
33 16.5 10 20.5 80

VU20232

Outline the 
development of social 

and educational 
conditions for Deaf

communities

35  15 50

VU20233
Apply basic principles 
of learning Auslan as a 

second language
25  15 40

VU20234
Identify significant 

features of Deaf 
community and culture

25  15 40

Total (hours) 132 151 40 127 450
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LEARNING AUSLAN THE  
MELBOURNE POLYTECHNIC WAY!

We are excited to offer the Auslan Certificate II course in Victoria’s 

regional communities. It is Victoria’s only accredited Auslan program 

from Certificate II to Diploma level. Using blended delivery, you will 

be attending classes in a central location, participating in a virtual 

classroom and be attending community events.

The enhanced learning benefits of this approach include:

 } Your attendance time will be shorter than for a traditional  

in-class course

 } You will have access to Moodle – an online learning  

management system

 } You will also be given many opportunities to engage with  

the deaf community and practice your Auslan

 } Your teachers bring expertise and real-world experience to 

the classroom, providing you with practical skills and modern 

theoretical learning. 

TIME

Learning a language, especially a visual one, requires time. You will 

find your time requirements carefully laid out in the Auslan Certificate 

II program chart included in this booklet. Please review it with care 

prior to enrolling. The Auslan Certificate II course is a one year part-

time course.

Learning a language also requires time practising with others. Your 

program provides plenty of opportunities for skill development and 

signing practice in class, online and at special community events.

You are being taught by a team of both deaf and hearing Auslan 

teachers. From your first day, you will be immersed into Auslan and 

culture, through practical demonstration, practice and coaching. 

AN INNOVATIVE APPROACH TO LEARNING  
AND ENGAGEMENT

Your Certificate II Auslan course has four components. Each 

component is required for successful completion of your program.

1. CLASSROOM LEARNING THROUGH THE VIDEO CONFERENCING

The most effective way to learn a language is to be immersed in it. 

It’s like if you want to learn Italian, you go to Italy! To learn Auslan 

you attend classes through video conferencing. This technological 

innovation makes the best teachers available to you regardless of 

where you are in Victoria. You will be advised on the location of a 

designated video conferencing facility in your region. 

 “Why spend two or more hours travelling to and from a class  

  per day in peak hour traffic or a string of bus and train trips?  

  Video conferencing is a smart and efficient way to learn Auslan. 

  It is probably an environmentally beneficial way as well.”

  distance learner

Video conference attendance is a key learning component of  

your certificate. Auslan is a visual language and video conferencing 

is the perfect method for two-way teaching, explanation and practise 

across geographical distances. Your video conferencing commitment is 

4 hours per week over two sessions each week. 

Students ask us why they can’t use their own Wi-Fi at home.  

Currently the internet does not offer consistently high quality 

uploading, downloading and streaming. Even Skype is not always 

reliable. As Australia’s internet capacity improves, we will be able to 

offer home-based training. Right now, we are grateful to be able to use 

technology to reach our regional learners. 

2. MOODLE – YOUR LEARNING MANGEMENT SYSTEM

Your online learning management system is called Moodle.  

It is a user-friendly platform that allows you to learn and participate 

in training from the comfort of your own home, café or library.  

Thanks to Moodle you will be able to attend webinars (tutorials),  

read articles, complete online assignments, watch videos and create 

and submit your own videos as well as upload assessment tasks.

Moodle is widely used by training institutes and other organisations  

to provide an accessible and flexible platform for learning.

To use Moodle, you will need access to a computer, be comfortable 

using it, and have internet connection that allows you to watch movies 

and download large internet files. If this is a concern, please discuss 

this with the Auslan Program team, who will be delighted to assist 

you. Once enrolled, you will be given your Moodle log in details and 

Moodle training.

3. COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

Melbourne Polytechnic is committed to providing you with a fully 

immersed Auslan experience to accelerate your Auslan literacy.  

Your program includes a local tutor who is deaf and for whom Auslan 

is a first language. They will work closely with your teaching team to 

ensure your Auslan skills continually improve.

Your Auslan tutor will facilitate local activities for your learning group 

so you can engage with the deaf community, understand its culture 

and practice your Auslan. The community aspect of our program is 

designed to provide as many opportunities as possible for you to 

immerse yourself in Auslan only environments to further enhance 

your learning. We want you to attend as many of these events as 

possible. They are designed to enhance your learning  

and confidence. 

4. HOME STUDY

One of the aspects that students like about his program is the home 

study component. That’s because you can learn in your own time 

and at your own pace. You will be assigned homework activities and 

videos to watch to enhance your learning. Formal assessments are 

also required to be submitted on set due dates. 

 “The other students and myself organised practice sessions outside 

  of class times at times that suited us.” 

  distance learner


